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Abstract 

To achieve the memorization target of 3 chapters of the Qur’an as a minimum 
requirement for graduation, MAN Insan Cendekia Pekalongan conducted a tahfidz 
quarantine program during Ramadan. This program focused on Al-Qur'an literacy 
activities as an effort to create student learning motivation in memorizing the 
Qur'an through the acceleration class model. This study aimed to determine the 
acceleration class model applied in the tahfidz quarantine and explore learning 
motivation and Al-Qur'an literacy. The research used a naturalistic qualitative 
descriptive method with a field case study approach which was conducted at MAN 
Insan Cendekia Pekalongan during the tahfidz quarantine. Data were obtained from 
interviews with the deputy head of the dormitory division, companion teachers, 
supervisor teachers, and students, as well as observation and documentation. From 
the total of 189 students, 14 student representatives from classes X and XI in each 
room were interviewed. Data analysis used Miles and Huberman's three steps 
including reduction, data display, and verification. The results showed that the 
memorization achievement of a minimum of 3 chapters was exceeded in the first 
and second weeks and there was an acceleration of memorization in the third and 
fourth weeks after the implementation of the acceleration class with the highest 
memorization achievement of 13 chapters for the male class and 19 chapters for the 
female class. The acceleration of memorization shows a significant increase due to 
the learning motivation and Al-Qur'an literacy which synergizes with the 
acceleration of tahfidzul Qur'an after the implementation of the acceleration classes. 
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A. Introduction 
The development of science and technology as a result of innovations in various 

fields through historical records leads to innovations in the field of education (Nata, 
2019)  with a set of values (religion, culture, thoughts, expertise) to be inherited and 
maintained by the young generation (Mukani, 2016). The young generation is a future 
asset prepared to become human resources with world (intellectual) and hereafter 
(spiritual) qualities integrated with each other (Aziz, 2023) and to become the golden 
generation of 2045, which can only be realized with education as the center (Widad 
& Bakar, 2021). Educational reform is needed to improve the best intellectual quality 
of human resources who are competent in managing nature with all the potential with 
religious behavior and mastery of science and technology (Prastowo, 2015). 
Practically education is integrated with values, in the form of intelligence, scientific 
values, moral values, and religious values (Jalaluddin & Idi, 2019). The role of 
education in building and maintaining values as a nation's civilization is critical. 
Human involvement in education is a must, considering that humans have an interest 
in preserving and inheriting the values contained in their communities to the next 
generation as well as transforming the knowledge they have acquired and created 
(Mukani, 2016). 

Islamic education in Indonesia is identical to the religious discourse which 
becomes the study of Islamic education (Sari & Khoiri, 2023). Islamic education in Al 
Ghozali's definition is worship as a form of ijtihad to improve self-quality (Faruk et 
al., 2023). Islamic education begins with the idea of integration, which includes 
ontology, epistemology, and axiology as a philosophical domain, principles as a 
theoretical domain, and methods as a practical domain (Zulkipli, 2023). Philosophical 
means the creation of nature or truth through the way (method) of finding something 
based on facts about values that can be proven rationally (Sari & Khoiri, 2023). The 
principle is the commitment to Islamic education contained in the vision of Islamic 
educational institutions. Fred R. David defines vision as a planned goal that is realized 
in the future in a structured way (Saefurridjal et al., 2023). Hax and Majluf interpret 
vision as a facility for communicating the existence of the organization, goals, and 
main tasks through the interconnection framework of the organization and the 
community within it as well as the contributions of other parties and priority targets 
for organizational performance in its growth and development (Windaningrum, 
2019). So, vision in this study is the target or reference for action that madrasah must 
decide now and in the future.  

One of the excellent madrasahs in Indonesia, namely MAN Insan Cendekia, has 
a  vision to realize human resources with the quality of faith and piety accompanied 
by mastery of science and technology and actualized in social life (Haryanto & Nafik, 
2022). MAN Insan Cendekia becomes a role model or magnetic school other 
madrasahs. MAN Insan Cendekia spread across twenty-four provinces throughout the 
archipelago and has the same vision. The vision is then interpreted by MAN Insan 
Cendekia Pekalongan in a planned, scheduled, and programmed way. It is then 
evaluated to be followed up so the expected goals are achieved. MAN Insan Cendekia 
Pekalongan, as an Islamic education community, is a madrasah that implements a 
boarding school system (Said, 2023). As a madrasah with a boarding system, a short-
term program is needed as a driving force in realizing common goals with uniqueness 
(Muslim, 2017). The common goal that MAN Insan Cendekia Pekalongan wants to 
realize is written in its vision: the realization of high quality human resources in faith 
and piety, mastering science and technology, and being able to actualize in society. 
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This vision is translated into several madrasah programs  (Rustang et al., 2021). 
Among the programs recorded by MAN Insan Cendekia Pekalongan is the tahfidz 
quarantine program as an effort to realize high quality human resources in faith and 
piety.  

As an excellent madrasah, the quality of faith and piety is manifested, among 
others, in the behavior of memorizing the Qur’an in daily tahfidz activities. However, 
the results of daily tahfidz activities are still not optimal for students in achieving the 
memorization target of a minimum of 3 chapters, which is a requirement for 
graduation as a student at MAN Insan Cendekia Pekalongan. This might happen 
because of the busyness of students in academic learning and preparation for the 
competitions they participate in. For this reason, a tahfidz quarantine is programmed 
in the month of Ramadan as the culmination of a weekly schedule or daily tahfidz 
activities that during the eleven-month process, the results have not been maximized. 
With this tahfidz quarantine activity, students’ interest increase and they feel 
motivated to repeat old memorization and submit new memorization to the tahfidz 
teacher. 

Interest is a form of attention in which there is an element of feeling that 
intersects with the affective domain as an aspect of psychology (Lafendry, 2023), and 
when given motivation, it will respond to accept or reject. Interest needs to be 
developed through the habit of reading the Qur’an and memorizing it in any situation 
and condition (Syarif & Kholis, 2020). Students who have an interest tend to respond 
positively as seen in an enthusiastic attitude. If the interest already exists, the 
motivation becomes even stronger, especially the intention to seek the pleasure of 
Allah by guarding and glorifying the Qur'an and giving crowns to parents for 
memorizing the Qur'an. Privileges in the world could also be obtained with the 
existence of educational scholarships for memorizers of the Qur'an (Saputra et al., 
2022). However, there are still students who do not have an interest in participating 
in memorization activities because of some aspects, such as the memorization method 
is less attractive, the student’s literacy skills of the Qur'an do not meet the standards, 
and the lack of appreciation of the teacher as a stimulus in student memorization.  

Several studies revealed that the tahfidz program or memorizing the Qur’an 
gives positive energy both physically and psychologically to people who memorize 
the Qur’an. Research conducted at Asyfiyah Elementary School shows that the Qur'an 
memorization program improves students’ character (Jakfar, 2023). The Qur'an 
memorization program at SMAN 1 Teluk Kuantan can help increase religious values 
in students (Nahwiyah & Mailani, 2023). Research conducted at the Indonesia Muslim 
University, Faculty of Medicine, proved that memorizing the Qur’an by understanding 
the meaning of the memorized verses had an impact on improving the mental health 
of students in the medical profession (Hikmah et al., 2022).  The glory of preserving 
the Qur'an by memorizing it is not only promised for the afterlife, but in the world it 
has been realized in the form of providing educational scholarships for memorizers 
of the Qur'an (Saputra et al., 2022). The Qur'an memorization program through 
tahfidz quarantine at MAN Insan Cendekia Pekalongan is a form of instilling spiritual 
values and students’ love for the Qur’an. Love for the Qur'an is shown through serious 
reading as a form of Al-Qur'an literacy (Purwati, 2018), memorizing it, and dedicating 
time to endow oneself to maintain the Qur'an. In previous studies, memorizing the 
Qur'an was included in the extracurricular program, which only lasted 1-2 hours in 
each meeting, so it was ineffective (Zulkifli & Wirdanengsih, 2020). In other studies, 
tahfidz activities are still limited to only being programmed in extracurricular 
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activities for the aliyah madrasah level with murajaah, submission, and evaluation 
activities carried out (Wulan & Ismanto, 2017). Both studies discussed tahfidz 
activities in the extracurricular only and are still interspersed with students' 
academic learning activities. This research is different because students' tahfidz 
activities are carried out in quarantine in the month of Ramadan and specifically only 
Al-Qur'an literacy activities without academic learning activities. In addition, there is 
an acceleration class model in maximizing student memorization achievements. This 
research is essential to determine the memorization achievement before and after the 
acceleration model class is implemented in the tahfidz quarantine at MAN Insan 
Cendekia Pekalongan. The use of the acceleration class model bridges students with 
similar abilities so that there is high learning motivation in Al-Qur'an literacy 
activities because they have the same goal, namely accelerated memorization of 
maximum memorization achievements during the tahfidz quarantine. 

 
B. Literature Review 

The educational philosophy of Madrasah Aliyah Negeri Insan Cendekia 
Pekalongan as an excellent madrasah is manifested in 14 excellent programs, one of 
which is tahfidzul Qur'an, so it is necessary to pay attention to how learning 
motivation and Al-Qur'an literacy can synergize in accelerating tahfidzul Qur'an. Mc. 
Donald defines motivation as a person's self-response to a goal marked by the 
appearance of a feeling caused by a change in energy within a person (Wati & Fatayan, 
2023). Learning, according to Robbins, is the stage of creating a relationship between 
prior knowledge and new knowledge (Lestari, 2023). Learning is a process of 
changing behavior in personality in the form of skills, attitudes, habits, and 
intelligence (Majid, 2017). So, learning motivation is an encouragement to make 
changes in a better direction to achieve targeted or desired goals. The learning 
motivation in the tahfidz quarantine is an essential factor that must exist in students 
as a desire to improve the quality and quantity of memorization. 

Learning motivation can occur because of several supporting factors. The first 
factor is the learning environment (Subagio et al., 2021). The learning environment 
in the tahfidz quarantine is designed to be flexible; memorizing is carried out in the 
halaqah room, and for murajaah, students are free to find a comfortable place for the 
student's mood. The second factor is teaching style (Hidayah, 2023).  The creative and 
fun teaching style of the muhafidz and muhafidzah during the tahfidz quarantine, 
which made the students happy, could motivate them to murajaah and memorize 
more. The third factor is students' perceptions of learning media (Marlina & 
Sumaryoto, 2022). Students' perceptions regarding the use of media, in this study, the 
media used is Al-Qur'an Yadain, which supports students in facilitating the process of 
murajaah and memorizing the Qur'an. The fourth factor is mastery of the material in 
the form of tajwid (Al-Husna et al., 2022). Students accustomed to reading the Qur'an 
with good knowledge of tajwid become necessary to make it easier for students to 
memorize so that they will be more motivated. The fifth factor is reward or 
appreciation. Students who succeed in submitting the memorization of the Qur'an, 
whether a little or a lot, certainly deserve to be rewarded. Rewards are not always in 
the form of goods but can be in words that foster student motivation because their 
murojaah and new memorization are appreciated. 

Literacy, in Elizabeth Sulzby's definition, is human competence in using 
language and communicating (Manik et al., 2023). So, literacy is not just able to read 
but also able to listen, speak and even to write. Al-Qur'an in Arabic means reading 
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(Munawwir, 1997), while terminologically, it means the word of Allah, which was 
revealed mutawatir to the Prophet Muhammad (Nurhasanah et al., 2018). Some 
experts in interpretation say that the word Al-Qur'an is taken from qara'ah, namely 
guidance, because each verse of the Qur'an strengthens and justifies (Hakim & 
Mubarok, 2015). So, Al-Qur'an literacy is the ability to read, understand, memorize, 
and practice the Qur'an properly and correctly in everyday life. Al-Qur'an literacy in 
tahfidz quarantine activities is the behavior of repeatedly reading with the correct 
tajwid rules and then understanding the verses based on their meaning or 
interpretation to make it easier to memorize them and show love for the Qur’an 
through inherent memorization. Al-Qur'an literacy is influenced by several factors: 
the family environment, school environment, teacher skills, learning materials, and 
learning activities. Families that support and encourage Al-Qur'an literacy can 
improve students' literacy skills. Schools that provide excellent and conducive 
teaching of the Qur'an can improve students' literacy skills. Teachers with good 
teaching and education skills can improve students' literacy skills. Al-Qur'an learning 
materials delivered systematically and effectively can improve students' literacy 
skills. Learning activities that involve students actively and creatively can improve 
students' literacy skills. 

Acceleration means the process of accelerating, increasing speed, or the rate of 
change of speed (Zulkarnaen, 2022). An acceleration program is a form of 
appreciation for children who are gifted or have high abilities (Wijaya & Ananda, 
2021). So, acceleration is for those with high abilities placed in a particular class with 
students with the same ability to complete their learning period more quickly. The 
accelerated class model in the tahfidz quarantine activity at MAN Insan Cendekia 
Pekalongan is a grouping of students with good Al-Qur'an literacy skills, and the 
desired target for memorizing is no longer a minimum of 3 chapters but a maximum 
of exceeding 3 chapters. The acceleration of tahfidzul Qur'an is based on the 
consistency and intensity of training (murajaah) in the first and second weeks, which 
are observed and then continues with the acceleration class model in the third and 
fourth weeks. In addition, the acceleration of the tahfidzul Qur'an also arises from 
teaching techniques, effective learning techniques, and following the characteristics 
of students to accelerate the tahfidzul Qur'an. Collaboration of eyes, mouth, ears, and 
hands during murajaah also helps accelerate students' memorization of the Qur'an. 

 
C. Method 

This research used a naturalistic qualitative descriptive method carried out 
naturally by the researchers. This type of research is a field study with a case study 
approach on student behavior, learning motivation, Al-Qur'an literacy, and the 
acceleration model applied during the tahfidz quarantine activities at MAN Insan 
Cendekia Pekalongan from April 24 to May 27, 2022. Researchers were directly 
involved in the research and observed the impact on student behavior. From the total 
of 189 students, 14 tahfidz quarantine participants who in weeks 1 and 2 had the 
highest memorization achievements in their room were interviewed about the impact 
felt during tahfidz activities. The interview technique was also carried out with the 
deputy head of the dormitory division as the coordinator, who was mandated to 
arrange tahfidz activities to obtain information on the purpose of carrying out the 
tahfidz quarantine and its relationship with the vision of the madrasah. Interviews 
were also conducted with supervisor teachers to complete the existing data. Other 
interviews were with other companion teachers to determine the conditions of 
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students' behavior and memorization achievements in different halaqah. Observation 
techniques were carried out on student behavior during quarantine related to 
student motivation, the Al-Qur'an literacy method used by students, and the 
acceleration model applied to student memorization achievements. Data analysis was 
carried out using Miles & Huberman's three work steps which included 1) Reduction 
stage, namely the activity of determining relevant and important data related to the 
research carried out; 2) Data display stage, namely narrating the data obtained in 
sentences in the form of brief descriptions; and 3) verification, namely drawing 
conclusions which are interpreted narratively based on activities of collecting data 
taken by observing, interviewing and documenting (Latifah & Supena, 2021). 

 
D. Findings 

Based on the interview results with the deputy head of the dormitory division, 
one of the fourteen excellent programs launched by MAN Insan Cendekia Pekalongan 
is tahfidzul Qur'an as an activity to translate part of the vision of the madrasah, 
namely the realization of human resources with the quality of faith and piety. 
Tahfidzul Qur'an in tahfidz quarantine activities is the culmination of daily tahfidzul 
Qur'an activities whose implementation is carried out outside the month of Ramadan. 
The purpose of holding the tahfidz quarantine is to help accelerate the process of 
memorizing the Qur’an by students with high intelligence, but due to busy studying, 
preparing for competitions, and participating in competitions, the target of 
memorizing a minimum of 3 chapters has not been fulfilled. At the same time, this 
minimum of 3 chapters is a requirement to graduate as a student of MAN Insan 
Cendekia Pekalongan. 

The interview results with the teachers and observation in the tahfidz 
quarantine show there are motivations in the form of seminars at the beginning of the 
quarantine, assistance during the process of tahfidz activities by companion teachers, 
guidance from muhafidz and muhafidzah in tahfidz activities in halaqah-halaqah as 
well as student discipline and consistency. Likewise, Al-Qur'an literacy is the central 
aspect of the tahfidz quarantine, including activities of reading, imagining, repeating, 
and remembering so that the target of memorizing a minimum of 3 chapters is 
fulfilled. Acceleration is carried out in the tahfidz quarantine activities with the 
acceleration class model, so there is a change or increase in the memorization 
achievement, which is the goal. 

Table 1. Comparison of Tahfidz Achievement 

Class Before Acceleration Class 

Week 1 and 2 

After Acceleration Class 

Week 3 and 4 

Male 

 

18 students with tahfidz 

achievement of 3 to 5 chapter 

54 students with tahfidz 

achievement of 3 to13 chapter 

Female 35 students with tahfidz 

achievement of 3 to 5 chapter 

79 students with tahfidz 

achievement of 3 to 19 chapter 

Table 1 shows changes in the results of tahfidz activities in weeks 1 and 2 before 
the acceleration class is implemented and after the acceleration class in weeks 3 and 
4 in both the male and female classes. Before the acceleration class, 18 male and 35 
female students had fulfilled the minimum 3-chapter memorization requirement, and 
some had even reached 4 chapters and 5 chapters. In the male class, the highest 
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achievement of 4-5 chapters achieved by 7 students. In the female class, the highest 
memorization achievement was in chapter 5, with the same number of 7 students. 
The results of memorization of the 3-5 chapters achieved by 53 students were 
representatives of the entire class that during the tahfidz activities in weeks 1 and 2 
had high learning motivation so that Al-Qur'an literacy activities were carried out 
with enthusiasm. The actual motivation has been given through seminars held on the 
first and second days of quarantine to introduce the yadain method, namely the 
technique of memorizing through the literal translation of the verses of the Qur’an by 
reading, imagining, repeating, closing and remembering.   

Motivation in the form of mentoring by the teacher in each class was also given 
as a form of support and attention from the teacher to students in the memorization 
process. Each class was given two companion teachers who took turns recording 
students' progress in memorizing and monitoring the condition of students' physical 
and psychological conditions. During the mentoring, the teacher asked about 
students' health conditions, desired memorization targets, and problems students 
experience during quarantine activities. The motivation was also provided by the 
muhafidz and muhafidzah as direct supervisors in the tahfidz process, who were in 
charge of each halaqah to listen to student memorization, improve student reading, 
and receive student memorization submission. Students' awareness of carrying out 
Al-Qur'an literacy becomes the primary aspect in the tahfidz quarantine, which is 
reading verses of the Qur’an according to the rules of recitation repeatedly until they 
are memorized and submitted to the muhafidz or muhafidzah. The committee also 
supported the quarantine activities by providing adequate food and beverages every 
day, and every Friday night, the participants were served meatballs and chicken 
noodles. Snacks after the evening prayer were served every day, and favorite fast 
break menus from parents were rewards that increased students' motivation in 
memorizing. 

The achievement of 3-5 chapters by 53 students in the first and second weeks 
made learning motivation and Al-Qur'an literacy need to synergize so that the 
minimum 3 chapters or even more were obtained. After the third and fourth weeks 
of acceleration classes, memorization results significantly increased. Based on table 1 
above, in the male class, there are 54 students whose memorization reaches 3-13 
chapters, while in the female class, there are 79 students whose memorization 
reaches 3-19 chapters. So, the total number of students who fulfill the minimum 
requirement of 3 chapters is 133. It increased approximately 2.5 times from 53 
students in the first two weeks. This can happen because students in one class have 
similar intelligence, so their learning motivation increases to be more diligent in Al-
Qur'an literacy which synergizes with Qur'an memorization (tahfidzul). 
Memorization of a minimum of 3 chapters and even 5 chapters is a necessity achieved 
with the acceleration class, which is enforced in the third and fourth weeks due to the 
evaluation of weeks 1 and 2, which contributes to a significant increase in student 
memorization achievements. 

During the quarantine, the yadain method was the only method used, while the 
findings show that some particular students still found it less effective and even felt 
confused. So, the method aspect needs to be evaluated. When memorizing, students 
sometimes faced obstacles, but they had their way of overcoming them, such as by 
taking a walk in the MAN Insan Cendekia environment and sitting in the gazebo while 
looking at the green garden or looking at the colorful fish in the school pond. 
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E. Discussion 
The students who had achieved the minimum 3 chapters of memorization 

before the implementation of the acceleration model are students who from the start, 
have had good learning motivation within themselves so that the tahfidz activity 
schedule was carried out responsibly, sincerely, consistently, and with discipline. 
Supriyanti (2023) found that good motivation is seen by carrying out tahfidz activities 
happily, being willing to do independent murajaah, and using the determined 
memorization method. There are similarities between this research and previous 
research, but the motivation found in this study comes from various aspects, namely 
from within the students themselves, that it is a noble mission because they were 
chosen to give themselves as guardians and keepers of the Qur'an through 
memorization.  

The motivation given by the muhafidz and muhafidzah with their professional 
attitude as mentors has many ways to motivate students, one of which is with positive 
sentences written on the board for students to read every time they enter the halaqah 
room. The motivation of the companion teachers, with all their attention and 
liveliness in communicating with students, is also a support. Fajri and Husni (2023) 
argued the importance of motivation as reinforcement by the teacher through 
communication to discuss the problems students face in memorizing the Qur’an and 
good communication from teachers to students as a form of motivation. 

The motivation given by the committee in the form of food rewards every Friday 
night makes students enthusiastic, and it encourages them to memorize. The 
motivation of the committee that provides snacks after the evening prayer is more 
pleasing to students, and the attention of parents when students want their favorite 
food as a fast break menu becomes encouragement and motivation for students in 
memorizing the Qur'an. Hamli (2022) also stated that parental support is also part of 
the motivation for students besides the level of intelligence as an essential capital for 
students in memorizing. 

The memorization target is achieved or exceeded because Al-Qur'an literacy has 
become a culture and character in students. Badruzaman (2019) found that 
memorizing the Qur'an would be more effective if students carried out careful 
reading activities repeatedly while looking at the mushaf. Nourlaila et al. (2023) 
found that increasing students' memorization of the Qur'an is effective when reading 
the Qur’an with tartil (tajwid rules), in which the teacher listens to give direct 
feedback. Specializing in tahfidzul Qu'ran activities in Ramadan by setting aside 
academic learning activities is a solution to make students more focused on 
memorizing. Wahyuni et al. (2023) found that a reduction in student community 
activities outside the school can be carried out through collaboration built with 
parents as a control and motivation for students in memorizing. 

Students' memorization techniques use the repetitive reading and murajaah 
method focuses on the heart and mind involving the eyes and hearing and hand 
movements to the right and left as helpful media. This memorization technique is a 
way of students' Al-Qur'an literacy that is unique and successful in achieving the 
desired memorization. Students’ success in memorizing the Qur'an exceeds 3 
chapters due to discipline behavior, namely complying with the rules scheduled by 
the committee during quarantine by adhering to murajaah times, submitting, and 
sleeping both during the day and at night. Consistent behavior to always murajaah 
and submit the memorization to the supervisors also contributes to the success of 
students' memorization. 
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The acceleration class is a new finding as a model for enhancing students' 
memorization achievements in the tahfidz quarantine. However, during the 
quarantine, the yadain method was the only method used and some particular 
students still found it less effective and even felt confused. Therefore, an evaluation 
needs to be carried out to allow students to use or choose alternative methods. 
Previous research findings such as Fadhila et al. (2023) found that Tasmi' is a method 
that helps students memorize, Afidah and Nurmiyanti (2022) found the Tabarak 
method as a method to help accelerate tahfidzul Qur'an, and Ulum (2022) found that 
the use of puzzle media in motivating students to memorize so that there was an 
increase in memorization. 

During the quarantine process, students certainly experienced obstacles when 
memorizing. However, they had their way of overcoming them, including by taking a 
walk in the MAN Insan Cendekia environment, sitting in the gazebo while looking at 
the green garden, or looking at the colorful fish in the school pond. Putra and Hayati 
(2023) found that there is motivation from within students to overcome problems in 
memorizing the Qur’an. 

 
F. Conclusion 

The achievement of memorization has increased significantly with the learning 
motivation built in the form of responsible behavior, sincerity, discipline, and 
consistency. In addition, the significant increase in memorization achievements is 
also due to implementing the acceleration class model as the appropriate policy 
because it gathers students with the learning motivation and similar Al-Qur'an 
literacy by triggering students to have a higher level of memorization. (bringing a 
spirit of competition). The acceleration class model is critical for fostering a spirit of 
competition in realizing memorization achievements, but it is necessary to pay 
attention to the psychological aspects of students because there might be a 
stigmatization of excellent classes and poor classes, which will have an impact on the 
students. It is also necessary to conduct research related to the other excellent 
programs at the madrasah, including research madrasah programs, homestay 
programs, and language programs. 
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