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Abstract

Fun learning aims to create a fun and interactive learning atmosphere so students
are more motivated and actively involved in the learning process. This study aims
to examine the implementation of Islamic Religious Education (PAI) learning using
the fun learning method and the ability of teachers to apply the proper learning
method in delivering learning in public elementary schools. This study used a
qualitative method with a descriptive-analytical approach. Research data were
obtained from two PAI teachers and three students through interviews,
observations, and documentation as primary data sources. The results of the study
indicate that the implementation of Islamic Religious Education (PAI) learning with
the fun learning method in public elementary schools is carried out with various
strategies applied, namely the use of interactive learning media, educational games,
direct practice, group activities, stories, dramas, outdoor activities, awards and
motivation and integration of Islamic values in daily activities. The ability of
teachers to apply the proper learning method in delivering learning is influenced by
several factors: understanding student characteristics, mastery of learning
materials, creativity and innovation in learning, the ability to use educational
technology, flexibility in using various methods, classroom management skills,
evaluation skills and reflection and involvement in professional development. The
implications of this research show that fun learning has great potential to improve
the quality of Islamic Religious Education learning in elementary schools.
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Introduction

Education becomes an effort for individuals or groups to change attitudes and
behaviors through training, guidance, and teaching methods. Education is also an
essential part of human life as an effort to grow and enhance a person's abilities so
that in the future, one will undoubtedly be helpful to oneself, family, society, religion,
nation, and country (Yusuf, 2018). Education, in the narrow sense of the word, is a
school. This system applies to students at school or a university (formal educational
institution). The father of education, Ki Hajar Dewantara, stated his famous
guidelines, namely, " Ing Ngarso Sung Tulodo " (in the front giving examples), " Ing
Madyo Mangun Karso " (in the middle building and encouraging), " Tut Wuri
Handayani " (in the back encouraging) (Nurhalimah et al., 2023).

The definition of education in the broadest sense is life. This means that
education is all learning knowledge that occurs throughout life in all places and
situations and positively influences the growth of each individual. That education
lasts throughout life (long life education). In a broad sense, teaching is also a process
of teaching activities, and learning can occur in any environment and at any time
(Pristiwanti et al., 2022). The meaning of education is teaching carried out by a
teacher to students; it is hoped that adults and children will be provided with role
models, learning, direction, and improving ethics and morals, as well as exploring the
knowledge of each individual. The teaching given to students is not only from formal
education carried out by those in power but in this case, it is the function of family
and society that is very important and becomes a forum for development that can
generate and develop knowledge and understanding (Marisyah et al., 2019).

Learning is an interaction process between students and teachers and learning
resources in a learning environment. Learning is assistance teachers provide so that
the process of acquiring knowledge and insight, mastering skills and habits, and
forming attitudes and beliefs in students can occur. In other words, learning is a
process to help students learn well. Learning must use appropriate methods to
convey learning. It must use methods relevant to the topic that will be delivered. Many
methods are used, one of which is the fun learning method. Fun learning can be an
effective method for learning Islamic Religious Education. Fun teaching and learning
activities with various learning methods and media suit children's character and
world. In fun learning, "joy" does not mean creating a noisy and chaotic atmosphere.
This joy means awakening interest, full involvement, and creating meaning,
understanding, and values that make the child happy. Because teaching and learning
activities will only be able to take place with passion and enthusiasm if students can
learn, invite you to be serious about learning what you want to learn (Maswar, 2019).

The fun learning method is essential for elementary school students because, at
this stage, they are in a critical development phase. Positive learning experiences can
form a strong foundation for lifelong learning. Fun learning, with a fun and interactive
approach, can change students' perceptions of learning from something that is
considered boring to an activity that is interesting and looked forward to. Research
shows that using interactive learning methods, such as role-playing and multimedia,
can increase student motivation and involvement in the learning process (Budiarto &
Jazuli, 2021). By creating a pleasant learning atmosphere, students are more likely to
be actively involved and enjoy the learning process, which can improve their
academic results (Trisnawati & Fathoni, 2023).

The urgency of this method lies in its ability to increase students' intrinsic
motivation. Through games, creative activities, and varied learning media, fun
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learning can stimulate students' interest and make them more involved. Research
shows that fun learning methods can increase students' motivation so they are more
focused and can understand the material better (Wibowo & Masruro, 2022). When
students feel happy and motivated, they tend to be better able to remember
information for extended periods (Sofyan & Purba, 2020). This shows that a fun
approach to learning increases motivation and the effectiveness of learning itself.

Apart from that, learning is fun and plays a role in developing students' social
and emotional skills. In a fun learning environment, students find collaborating with
their friends, sharing ideas, and learning to respect other people's opinions easier.
Research shows that learning methods that involve social interaction, such as role-
playing, can improve students' social skills and build positive character (Hasan,
2023). These social skills are critical to preparing students to face more significant
challenges in the future, both in academic and social contexts (Oktaviana &
Rusnilawati, 2022). Thus, applying the Fun Learning method in elementary schools
not only helps students achieve better academic results but also forms a positive and
enjoyable learning attitude, which supports their holistic development as individuals
who are balanced, creative, and ready to face various situations in the future (Amir et
al,, 2020).

This research explores the implementation of a fun learning approach in the
[slamic Religious Education subject at SD Negeri 101906 Pagar Jati, Lubuk Pakam
District. It investigates in-depth the strategies and media teachers use in the class and
the teacher’s ability to apply appropriate methods, starting from understanding
students’ characteristics to involvement in professional development.

B. Literature Review

Implementing Islamic Religious Education (PAI) learning using the fun learning
method in elementary schools is an innovative and responsive approach to the needs
of students in this modern era. The fun learning method focuses on creating a fun and
interactive learning atmosphere to increase student motivation and involvement in
the learning process. In this context, it is essential to understand how this method can
be integrated with the existing curriculum, especially the Merdeka Curriculum
implemented in Indonesia.

The Merdeka Curriculum provides space for teachers to innovate in learning
methods, including PAL stated that the application of the differentiation paradigm in
the Independent Curriculum is critical to improve the quality of PAI learning that is
responsive to the diversity of students (Ghani, 2023). With this approach, teachers
can adapt teaching methods to students' needs and characteristics to make learning
more effective. Apart from that, Nusaibah and Bustam emphasized the importance of
technology in supporting PAI learning, where applications such as Canva and
Powtoon can be used to create engaging and interactive learning media (Nusaibah &
Bustam, 2023).

In fun learning, tangible and virtual media use is also very relevant. Wati
suggests integrating these two media types can increase student involvement in PAI
learning in elementary schools (Masnunah, 2018). Real media, such as physical
objects that can be seen and touched, and virtual media, such as videos and
animations, can help students understand religious concepts in a more enjoyable and
easy-to-understand way. This is in line with research conducted by Wati, which shows
that applying local wisdom values in PAI learning can increase the relevance of
teaching material for students (Wati, 2024).
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Next, it is essential to consider assessment in PAI learning. Authentic
assessment, which is carried out through observation and reflection, is critical to
improving the quality of education (Umami, 2018). Assessment can be done
entertainingly in fun learning, such as through games or collaborative projects,
measuring students' knowledge and social and emotional skills. This aligns with the
view that differentiated learning can help accommodate student differences and
create an inclusive learning environment (Ridwan, 2024).

Religious moderation is also an essential aspect of PAI learning. Insights into
religious moderation need to be internalized in learning design so that students can
learn to respect differences and build tolerance (Nafa et al., 2022). In this context,
teachers have a key role in designing learning that does not only focus on cognitive
aspects but also on developing students' character and moral values and adding that
improvising the role of teachers in extracurricular activities can also enrich students’
learning experiences (Samsirin, 2023).

In implementing the fun learning method, teachers must pay attention to the
various challenges they may face. Challenges in developing Islamic religious
education in early childhood include a lack of resources and teacher training
(Achmad, 2024). Therefore, teacher training in affection-based learning media design
is crucial to improving their skills in creating a pleasant learning atmosphere
(Kholidah, 2023). Thus, professional development for teachers must be a priority in
efforts to improve the quality of PAI learning.

The importance of collaboration between schools and local communities cannot
be ignored. The involvement of local communities in the learning process can
strengthen the relationship between teaching materials and students' daily lives.
Collaborative projects involving parents and community members can create more
prosperous and relevant student learning experiences. In addition, Islamic religious
education must respond well to the "Freedom of Learning"” policy so that students can
learn more flexibly and according to their interests (Darise, 2021).

Teachers must continue innovating in their teaching methods to achieve optimal
learning goals. Sutarno and Jumadi emphasized that developing literacy in PAI
learning is critical to prepare students to face future challenges (Sutarno & Jumadi,
2022). By integrating various methods and approaches, including fun learning,
teachers can create a more enjoyable and practical learning experience for students.

Finally, ongoing evaluation is needed to ensure the success of implementing the
fun learning method in PAI learning. A comprehensive assessment to evaluate the
effectiveness of learning programs is critical (Setiadi, 2016). Regular evaluations
allow teachers to identify areas that need improvement and adapt their teaching
strategies according to student needs. Overall, implementing Islamic Religious
Education learning using the fun learning method in elementary schools is a strategic
step to improve the quality of education. Teachers can create a fun and effective
learning environment by utilizing technology, media, diverse approaches, and
involving local communities. This will increase students' motivation and help them
develop strong character and moral values when facing challenges in a multicultural
society.

Based on the literature review that has been discussed, several main problems
in the implementation of Islamic Religious Education (PAI) learning with the fun
learning method in Elementary Schools include challenges related to limited
resources, teacher skills, and the application of effective media to create an interactive
and enjoyable learning atmosphere.
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C. Method
This research, entitled "Implementation of [slamic Religious Education Learning

using the Fun Learning Method at SD Negeri 101906 Pagar Jati, Lubuk Pakam
District"”, was carried out to describe and analyze in depth how the fun learning
method is applied in Islamic Religious Education learning at elementary school.
1. Types of Research

This type of research used qualitative methods with a descriptive-analytical
approach because it allows researchers to explore in-depth phenomena occurring in
the field, especially in implementing fun learning methods. A descriptive analytical
approach describes the learning process and analyzes the method's effectiveness and
challenges.
2. Data Source

The data sources in this research consist of primary data and secondary data.
Primary data was obtained from research subjects: two Islamic Religious Education
teachers and three students at SD Negeri 101906 Pagar Jati. Its selection is because of
its direct relation to the research subject and authentic experience and perspective.
Data were collected through interviews, observations, and related documents.
Meanwhile, secondary data was obtained from relevant literature, including books,
journals, and reports on fun learning methods and Islamic Religious Education
learning.
3. Research Instrument

The research instruments used in this research were interview guides,
observation sheets, and documents. Interview guidelines were prepared to explore
in-depth information regarding teachers' and students' experiences, views, and
perceptions regarding using fun learning methods. Observation sheets record
learning activities in class, while related learning outcome documents are used as
supporting material for analysis.
4. Data Analysis Techniques

The collected data was analyzed using descriptive analysis techniques. The
analysis process begins with data reduction, namely selecting, focusing on, and
simplifying data relevant to the research. Next, the reduced data is categorized and
organized based on specific themes related to implementing the fun learning method.
An in-depth analysis was conducted to understand how this method is applied and its
impact on learning. The analysis results are then presented as a descriptive narrative
that comprehensively describes the research findings.

This research approach is hoped to provide a clear picture of implementing the
fun learning method in Islamic Religious Education at SD Negeri 101906 Pagar Jati
and offer recommendations for improving the future learning quality.

D. Findings
1. Implementation of Islamic Religious Education Learning Using the Fun
Learning Method
Implementing Islamic Religious Education (PAI) learning using the fun learning
method uses various strategies to make learning fun and engaging for students. The
following are several methods implemented at SD Negeri 101906 Pagar Jati, Lubuk
Pakam District, namely:
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a. Use of Interactive Learning Media

Based on findings in the field through observation, PAI teachers use visual
aids, videos, and interactive learning applications to deliver PAI material, namely
by using animated videos to tell stories of the prophet or Islamic history.
b. Educational Games

Based on findings in the field through observation, PAI teachers involve
students in games related to PAI material, such as religious quizzes, puzzles about
Al-Qur'an verses, or word search games related to Islamic values. So this can help
increase student involvement and memory.
c¢. Hands-On Practice

Based on findings in the field through interviews, PAI teachers also
encourage students to practice directly what they have learned, such as how to
perform ablution, prayer movements, or how to read the Koran. This practice can
be done in the classroom or the school's open space.
d. Group Activities

Based on findings in the field through observation, PAI teachers also hold
group activities where students can discuss and work together to complete
religious assignments, such as making posters about commendable morals or
compiling stories about prophets' role models.
e. Stories and Drama

Based on findings in the field through observation, PAI teachers use
storytelling or drama methods to convey lessons. Teachers can tell interesting
stories about the prophet or friends or ask students to play roles in a drama that
depicts Islamic values.
f. Outdoor Activities

Based on findings in the field through observation, teachers organize
learning activities outside the classroom, such as visits to mosques or other places
of worship, to provide students with direct experience of religious practices.
g. Rewards and Motivation

Based on findings in the field through documentation, PAI teachers give
awards or praise to active students who participate in learning activities. This can
increase the motivation of students.
h. Integration of Islamic Values in Daily Activities

Based on findings in the field through interviews, PAI teachers integrate
I[slamic values into daily activities, such as starting and ending lessons with
prayer, teaching Islamic ethics in interactions, and holding joint activities that
reflect Islamic values.

So, implementing the fun learning method applied by PAI teachers at SD Negeri

101906 Pagar Jati, Lubuk Pakam District, can make PAl learning more interesting and
compelling so that students not only understand the material but can also apply it in
everyday life.

2. Teachers' Ability to Apply Appropriate Learning Methods in Delivering
Learning

The school needs the ability of PAI teachers to apply appropriate learning

methods to ensure that the teaching and learning process runs effectively and
students can achieve the expected learning goals. The following are several factors
that influence the ability of PAI to apply appropriate learning methods, namely:
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a. Understanding Student Characteristics

Based on findings in the field through documentation, PAI teachers can
understand students' characteristics, including their needs, interests, and ability
level. With this understanding, PAI teachers can choose and adapt learning
methods that best suit class conditions.
b. Mastery of Learning Materials

Based on findings in the field through observation, the PAI teacher at SD
Negeri 101906 Pagar Jati, Lubuk Pakam District, has a strong mastery of the
material. A deep understanding of the material allows PAI teachers to explain
concepts clearly and provide relevant examples to students.
c. Creativity and Innovation in Learning

Based on findings in the field through observation, the ability of PAI
teachers to develop and apply innovative learning methods is beneficial. PAI
teachers can create an engaging learning atmosphere and motivate students to
participate actively.
d. Ability to Use Educational Technology

Based on findings through observation, PAI teachers can use educational
technology such as computers, projectors, and online learning applications to
become increasingly helpful for students. PAI teachers can use technology to
support learning and make it more interactive.
e. Flexibility in Using Various Methods

Based on findings in the field through interviews, PAI teachers are very
flexible in using various learning methods, such as lectures, discussions, group
work, and educational games. Ability to switch between these methods according
to the situation and student needs.
f. Classroom Management Skills

Based on findings in the field through observation, the classroom
management of PAI teachers is considered effective in creating a conducive
learning environment in the classroom. The PAI teacher can manage the class well
and effectively applies appropriate learning methods.
g. Evaluation and Reflection Ability

Based on findings in the field through documentation, the PAI teacher at SD
Negeri 101906 Pagar Jati, Lubuk Pakam District, has the skills to evaluate the
learning methods' effectiveness and reflect on future improvements. Such as
measuring students' understanding of the material and adapting methods to suit
their needs.
h. Engagement in Professional Development

Based on findings in the field through interviews, PAI teachers are involved
in professional development through training, workshops, and collaboration with
colleagues so that they can apply appropriate learning methods. Their continuous
learning also helps them stay up-to-date with the latest teaching strategies.

So, the ability of PAI teachers at SD Negeri 101906 Pagar Jati, Lubuk Pakam
District, to apply appropriate learning methods significantly influences the
educational process's success. PAl teachers are competent and dedicated, so adapting
their teaching methods to the needs of students and the classroom environment can
ultimately create a meaningful and effective learning experience at school.
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Discussion

Implementing Islamic Religious Education (PAI) learning using the Fun
Learning method at SD Negeri 101906 Pagar ]ati, Lubuk Pakam District, is a
significant effort to improve the quality of religious education at the elementary level.
The fun learning method, which emphasizes fun and interactive learning, is expected
to attract students' interest and increase their understanding of religious values. In
this context, it is essential to understand the challenges faced in Islamic religious
education and the strategies that can be implemented to optimize the learning
process.

I[slamic religious education is critical in shaping students' character and morals.
PAI teachers must have special strategies to instill religious values in students,
especially amidst globalization's challenges, which can affect student morality
(Khosiah et al,, 2022). In this context, fun learning methods can attract students'
attention and make learning more enjoyable. This method can help students to
participate more actively in the learning process so that they not only receive
information passively but are also directly involved in learning.

One of the main challenges in Islamic religious education is the lack of teacher
qualifications and competence in teaching. Many PAI teachers have not met adequate
qualification requirements, which can affect the quality of teaching (Suprapto, 2017).
Therefore, schools need to provide training and professional development for PAI
teachers to implement innovative learning methods, such as fun learning. By
increasing teacher competency, it is hoped that the PAl learning process can run more
effectively and be enjoyable for students.

I[slamic religious education needs to be optimized to develop students' potential
so that they do not fall into negative influences in the era of globalization (Hyangsewu,
2019). In this case, the fun learning method can help students understand religious
teachings in a way that is more enjoyable and relevant to their daily lives. By linking
learning material with real experiences and fun activities, students will more easily
internalize the religious values taught.

Also, paying attention to moral and social-ethical aspects in PAI learning is
important. Moral substance in religious education is essential to shaping student
character (Shunhaji, 2019). Therefore, in implementing the fun learning method, PAI
teachers need to design activities that are not only fun but also educational so that
students can learn about the moral and ethical values contained in the teachings of
the Islamic religion. For example, through role plays or group discussions, students
can be invited to reflect on and discuss religious values in everyday life.

Technology can also be a way to increase the effectiveness of PAI learning.
Android-based learning applications can help improve students' interest in PAI
(Herawati, 2023). Technology allows teachers to create a more interactive and
engaging learning experience. For example, through mobile applications, students can
access learning materials, take quizzes, or participate in online discussions, all of
which can increase their engagement in learning.

In PAI learning at SD Negeri 101906 Pagar Jati, it is essential to involve parents
and the community in the education process. Islamic religious education does not
only focus on the cognitive domain but also skills and affectivity (Aliyah, 2020).
Therefore, collaboration between schools, parents, and the community is essential to
create an environment that supports religious learning. For example, schools can hold
joint activities with parents, such as seminars or workshops on religious values,
which can strengthen students' understanding of religious teachings.
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Next, it is essential to evaluate and adapt the learning methods used.
Cooperative learning models, such as the Jigsaw type, can be applied in PAI learning
to increase student interaction (Siska, 2022). By applying this method, students can
learn from each other and work together in groups, improving their understanding of
the material being taught. Regular evaluation of the learning methods implemented
is also essential to ensure that the techniques effectively achieve learning goals.

In facing challenges in Islamic religious education, PAI teachers need to have
high professionalism. Teacher professionalism greatly influences learning outcomes
(Idhar, 2018). Therefore, teachers need to continue improving their competence and
teaching skills, including implementing fun learning methods. By having professional
and competent teachers, it is hoped that PAI learning at SD Negeri 101906 Pagar Jati
can run well and positively impact students.

In addition, it is essential to pay attention to students' social and cultural
contexts in the learning process. Integrating religious education material with
national values can help prevent radicalism among students (Muhayati, 2021). In this
case, PAl teachers need to relate learning material to the context of students’ lives so
that they can understand the relevance of religious teachings in everyday life. In this
way, students learn about religion and to be good and responsible citizens.

Character education is also an essential aspect of PAI learning. Putri and
Husmidar stated that Islamic religious education plays a strategic role in shaping
students' character (Putri & Husmidar, 2021). Therefore, in implementing the fun
learning method, teachers must design activities that instill good character values,
such as honesty, responsibility, and concern for others. By instilling these values from
an early age, it is hoped that students can grow into individuals with noble and
responsible character.

To increase the effectiveness of PAI learning, it is essential to involve students
in the learning process actively. Kholis and Praja emphasize that learning that actively
involves students can increase their understanding of the material being taught
(Kholidah, 2023). Therefore, PAI teachers must design activities that encourage
students to participate actively, such as group discussions, presentations, or
collaborative projects. In this way, students will feel more involved in learning and
understand religious teachings more easily.

Finally, it is essential to carry out further research and development regarding
innovative PAI learning methods. Evaluation of PAI learning at various levels of
education still needs to be carried out to find solutions to existing problems (Sopian
et al,, 2022). Therefore, research regarding implementing the Fun Learning method
in PAI learning at SD Negeri 101906 Pagar Jati can significantly contribute to the
development of Islamic religious education in Indonesia.

Overall, implementing Islamic Religious Education learning using the fun
learning method at SD Negeri 101906 Pagar Jati, Lubuk Pakam District, has great
potential to improve the quality of religious education at the elementary level. By
paying attention to existing challenges, increasing teacher competence, actively
involving students, and linking learning material to the context of everyday life, it is
hoped that PAI learning can run effectively and have a positive impact on students.

In the context of education at SD Negeri 101906 Pagar Jati, Lubuk Pakam
District, the teacher's ability to apply appropriate learning methods is very important
to achieve the expected educational goals. In the current digital era, teacher
competence in using technology and innovative learning methods is the key to
increasing learning effectiveness. Teachers must master various methods, techniques,
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and media related to digital learning to meet the needs of increasingly active students
and quickly adapt to technology (Sitompul, 2022). This shows that without a good
understanding of technology, teachers will have difficulty creating a conducive and
engaging learning environment for students.

Furthermore, the importance of training for teachers in designing teaching
modules that suit 21st-century skills. In this training, teachers are trained to create
teaching modules focusing on knowledge and developing students' critical and
creative skills (Hermawan, 2023). Thus, applying appropriate learning methods must
be supported by developing teacher competence through relevant training. Learning
methods such as guided discovery can improve students' ability to identify intrinsic
elements in fairy tales (Nurani et al.,, 2021). This method encourages students to
actively participate in the learning process so that they are not just passive listeners.

In a broader learning context, using fairy tale videos based on local wisdom
effectively increases student literacy. This research shows that using videos makes
the learning process more engaging and interactive, improving students' literacy
skills (Kusumaningpuri, 2023). This indicates that choosing the proper method, such
as visual media, can improve student learning outcomes. In addition, the TPACK
(Technological Pedagogical Content Knowledge) concept emphasizes the importance
of integrating technological, pedagogical, and content knowledge in learning (Janah,
2022). Teachers who understand and apply TPACK will be better able to create
meaningful and relevant learning experiences for students.

However, challenges remain, especially in the increasing implementation of
online learning during the Covid 19 pandemic. Low student interest in learning can
result in suboptimal learning outcomes, especially in science learning (Wiradarma et
al,, 2021). Therefore, teachers must develop strategies to increase students' interest
in learning, such as using a more interactive and collaborative learning approach, also
highlight the importance of implementing integrated learning in the 2013 curriculum,
where teachers are required to incorporate various subjects in one holistic learning
(Tanjung, 2022). This shows that teachers need to deeply understand the curriculum
and appropriate methods to carry out effective learning.

In this case, applying the project-based learning model focuses on developing
21st-century skills, which is very relevant to students' current needs (Ningsih, 2023).
This learning model encourages students to learn independently and improves their
ability to work together and communicate. Apart from that, teacher strategies in
online learning are essential to enhance students' reading skills (Humaira, 2021). In
this context, teachers need to have skills in using technology to support learning and
be able to create a learning environment that supports interaction and collaboration
between students.

Evaluation of the effectiveness of technology in teaching is also an important
focus. It is noted that using communication technology in traditional education can
increase teaching effectiveness (Damayanti, 2023). Therefore, teachers must evaluate
and adapt their methods to meet students' needs in this digital era. Ebbie and Talip
added that teacher professional competence significantly influences teaching efficacy,
which shows that competent teachers will be better able to provide effective teaching
(Ebbie & Talip, 2021). This emphasizes the importance of developing teacher
professionalism in improving the quality of education in elementary schools.

This approach can improve students' high-level thinking abilities in problem-
based learning, which are crucial in 21st-century learning (Noma et al.,, 2016). By
implementing methods that encourage students to think critically and creatively,
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teachers can help students develop the skills needed to face future challenges and
emphasize the importance of creating a 21st-century learning model that focuses on
improving the quality of human resources (Afni et al., 2021). This shows that quality
education must prepare students to become intelligent and competitive individuals.

However, challenges remain in implementing appropriate learning methods.
Ebbie and Talip note that good teaching leadership and teacher professionalism
competencies are critical to increasing teaching efficacy (Ebbie & Talip, 2019).
Therefore, schools must support teachers in developing their competencies through
training and continuous professional development. Research highlights various
methods of learning reading and writing that can be applied in early grades, which
shows that different learning methods can increase student engagement (Muhyidin
et al, 2018). Thus, teachers need extensive knowledge about various learning
methods to choose the one that best suits students' needs.

The importance of using learning media technology in improving the quality of
education in elementary schools (Tanjung, 2022). In this case, teachers must be able
to manage learning content well and utilize technology to support the teaching and
learning process. Zainal and Noor added that good communication strategies in
teaching can increase learning effectiveness (Zainal & Noor, 2023). Therefore,
teachers must develop good communication skills to explain material clearly and
interestingly to students.

In a broader learning context, implementing the literary workshop model can
help students express positive emotions through learning to write poetry
(Murniviyanti et al., 2022). This shows that creative learning methods can increase
student engagement and help them develop language skills. Research highlights the
challenges in implementing differentiated learning approaches among teachers,
indicating that teachers must be better prepared to design and implement learning
that suits students' needs (Radi, 2023). This shows that appropriate training and
support is essential to improve the quality of teaching in primary schools.

Applying democratic values in learning is also a significant concern, as explained
by (Vichaully, 2022). By integrating democratic values into learning, teachers can help
students understand the importance of cooperation and mutual respect. Research
emphasizes that the effectiveness of using online learning media in thematic learning
depends on selecting appropriate media and the teacher's ability to use it (Silvester
et al, 2021). Therefore, teachers must continue learning and adapting to
technological developments in education.

So, the teacher's ability to apply appropriate learning methods at SD Negeri
101906 Pagar Jati, Lubuk Pakam District, is essential to achieving the expected
educational goals. Teachers must be competent in using technology, designing
appropriate teaching modules, and implementing innovative learning methods. Apart
from that, school support in developing teacher professionalism is also vital to
improving the quality of education in elementary schools. In this way, quality
education can be achieved, producing quality human resources ready to face future
challenges.

F. Conclusion
The implementation of PAI learning using the fun learning method at SD Negeri
101906 Pagar Jati successfully created a pleasant learning atmosphere and increased
students' understanding of religious material. However, further efforts are needed to
overcome existing obstacles and ensure that all teachers can implement this method
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well. The fun learning method has proven effective in increasing students' interest
and involvement in PAI learning. Students became more enthusiastic and actively
participated in teaching and learning activities, contributing to improving their
understanding of teaching material. PAI teachers at SD Negeri 101906 Pagar Jati show
high creativity in implementing fun learning methods. PAI teachers use various
learning media, educational games, and hands-on practical activities to make learning
more interesting and relevant for students. Students learning using the fun learning
method show an increased understanding of Islamic values and their ability to apply
religious concepts in everyday life. Even though the fun learning method provides
many benefits, several obstacles are faced, such as limited supporting facilities and
time to develop more varied learning activities. In addition, not all teachers have the
same skill level in implementing this method optimally. To increase the effectiveness
of the fun learning method, it is recommended that schools provide additional
training to teachers regarding the use of this method. In addition, providing more
complete learning facilities and flexible time arrangements will also help in better
implementation. Further research can look deeper into the impact of the fun learning
method on students' academic achievement, especially in mastering Islamic Religious
Education material. It can also explore the relationship between student involvement
in a fun learning process and exam results or achievement of grades in Islamic
Religious Education. It is also suggested that other learning methods, such as project-
based learning or blended learning approaches, be explored to improve the quality of
PAl learning. Research can compare the effectiveness of the fun learning method with
other methods to determine which method is more appropriate to the characteristics
of students in elementary schools.
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