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ABSTRACT 
Integrated Islamic education has become an integral part of efforts to innovate 
in religious education that aligns with the progress of the times. This study 
presents a systematic literature review on educational innovation through 
integrated Islamic education. The method employed in this research is 
Systematic Literature Review (SLR), utilizing the PRISMA protocol with its 
stages, including identification, screening, eligibility, inclusion, abstraction, and 
data analysis. The process is assisted by the applications Publish or Perish, 
Zotero, and the PRISMA Flow Diagram on the web. The research findings 
indicate that the distribution of studies on integrated Islamic education in 
Indonesia amounts to 21 articles, while in Brunei Darussalam, there are 3 
articles. As for integrated Islamic education in Indonesia, it can be observed in 
the form of improvisation of learning models, internalization of Islamic values 
in general content, curriculum redesign, and student activity management. 
Meanwhile, in Brunei Darussalam, the Malay Islamic Monarchy (MIB) concept 
is employed, and this concept has led to the implementation of the SPN-21 
curriculum policy, which aims to create individuals who are faithful, pious, 
morally upright, and proficient in technology. 
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1. Introduction 
Education is one of the most important factors in the nation’s development. The 

progress of a nation is strongly correlated with the quality of education provided by that 
country (Sukhoiri, 2022). Islam education in Indonesia and Brunei Darussalam is based 
on a strong foundation of religious and historical contexts. Islam's early history has made 
a significant contribution to the advancement of airborne education in Indonesia. Since 
the 13th century, Islam has become an essential part of Indonesian society, and Islamic 
educational institutions have spread throughout many regions (Ardiwansyah et al., 2023).  
Every day, the influence of Islam becomes more and more evident in the educational 
system, creating a dynamic that blurs the lines between Islamic and local traditions 
(Muadin et al., 2023). This process involves incorporating Islamic curriculum into school 
systems and striving to create a balance between religious education and general 
education (Harmonedi & Zalnur, 2020). 

On the other hand, Brunei Darussalam, with its long history been an Islamic 
nation, has succeeded in advancing Islamic education throughout the country's various 
religious institutions that are in line with Islamic teachings. For centuries, Brunei 
Darussalam has been a center of Islamic education in the Southeast Asian region, with 
pesantrens and other educational institutions playing a crucial role in strengthening the 
religious identity of the community (Saputra, 2018). The challenges in Brunei 
Darussalam's Islamic education stem from a strong integration between local customs 
and Islamic tradition, creating a strong foundation for the country's Islam education 
(Rofi’ah, 2021).  Understanding the current historical and cultural context is crucial in 
order to discuss the growth of integrated Islamic education in Indonesia and Brunei 
Darussalam. 

Islamic education in Indonesia is confronted with a number of challenges and 
opportunities that reflect the complexity of its diverse society (Suharto, 2019).  The 
primary goal is to achieve parity between religious education and general education. In 
addition, Islamic education in Indonesia has to keep up with the rapid advancements in 
social and technological changes, which calls for innovation and adaptation in order to 
remain relevant in the face of an increasingly globalizing younger generation (Akhiyat, 
2016). Despite this, there is still a significant opportunity in Indonesia's efforts to 
advance Islamic education (Amelia, 2023). By examining these challenges and 
opportunities, Islamic education in Indonesia can continue to evolve as a positive force 
in shaping the character and knowledge of the younger generation. It can be observed 
that through proven integration, there is an influence on strengthening character 
education (Rusydiyah et al., 2023). 

As a country where Muslims make up the majority, Brunei Darussalam has shown 
serious consideration for the advancement of Islamic education (Pitriyati et al., 2023).  
Over the centuries, Brunei has been the center of Islamic education in Southeast Asia, 
demonstrating a strong commitment to the principles of Islam. Islam education in 
Brunei Darussalam emphasizes morality and high ethics in addition to academic content 
(Muluk, 2023).  The Islamic educational institutions in this country are working to 
develop the people's religious characteristics and create a strong foundation for the 
Islamic identity of Brunei Darussalam. While Islamic education in this country still 
mostly adheres to traditional religious practices, Brunei Darussalam is also actively 
embracing modernization and the ongoing changes in the field of education, laying the 
groundwork for integrating Islamic values with global society (Nasution, 2022).  
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This study's goal is to evaluate the advancements and trends in Islamic education 
in Indonesia and Brunei Darussalam. It focuses on how to integrate religious teachings 
with national curriculum, use technology in the classroom, and respond to the needs of 
the multicultural populace. The research results are expected to provide insights into 
educational innovations through integrated Islamic education. The researchers pose two 
research questions, namely: (1) What is the distribution of articles discussing educational 
innovations through integrated Islamic education in Indonesia and Brunei Darussalam?; 
and (2) What is the difference in the type of educational innovations through integrated 
Islamic education in Indonesia and Brunei Darussalam?. 

 
2. Method 

The systematic literature review (SLR) method is applied in this research by 
presenting a description, review, and analysis of the concepts, forms, and implications 
of educational innovation through integrated Islamic education. To identify, screen, 
assess eligibility, include data, analyze, and present in narrative form, this research applies 
the Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses (PRISMA) 
technique. The flow involves identification, screening, eligibility, and objective inclusion 
based on the findings of the data reviewed in recent articles related to the specified topic 
(Hadi, 2020).  

This article, which is based on an innovative approach to education through 
integrated Islamic scholarship, is sourced from the Google Scholar database. The Publish 
or Perish app is used as a search tool to find literature in the Google Scholar database. 
The writings that are being reviewed are works of English- and Indonesian-language 
scholarship published between 2018 and 2023. Afterwards, on October 30, 2023, a 
literature review using the Publish or Perish application will be conducted. Scanning was 
conducted on specific aspects such as titles, abstracts, and keywords related to the theme 
and not overly general. The search yielded 400 articles from Google Scholar, as detailed 
in Table 1. 

Table 1. Article Search Results through Publish or Perish 

No Keyword Quantity 

1 pendidikan Islam terintegrasi, sekolah islam terpadu, 
Indonesia, Brunei Darussalam 

200 articles 

2 integrated Islamic education, indonesia and brunei 
darussalam 

200 articles 

Total 400 articles 

  
Subsequently, from the initial number of 400 articles, duplicate items were 

identified using the "duplicate items" feature in Zotero reference management, resulting 
in 398 remaining articles. The next step involved the screening process (inclusion and 
exclusion). In the exclusion phase, articles with titles that did not directly contain the 
keywords "integrated Islamic education," "integrated Islamic school," and "integrated 
Islamic education" were excluded. This process led to the removal of 246 articles. 
Furthermore, 152 remaining articles in Zotero reference management, which were in the 
form of books, were also excluded (25 titles in total). 

After that, 127 articles were removed to allow for more thorough investigation. 
Subsequently, the abstract of each article does not specifically highlight innovative 
approaches to education, such as Islamic schools that are more conservative or 
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integrated Islamic schools. As a result, 87 articles are presented, and 16 articles that do 
not conduct empirical research are also presented. As a result, 24 articles were analyzed 
and their quality and relevance were determined based on the research questions. The 
information flow diagram for the articles that are included, excluded, and summarized 
in the systematic review is shown in Here is Figure 1, which will illustrate the stages of 
information through the collection, screening, and eligibility of articles included in the 
systematic review using a graph adapted from the Preferred Reporting Items for 
Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses (PRISMA) diagram. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1. PRISMA flow diagram for systematic literature review 
 

3. Finding and Discussion 
Finding 
a. Research Distribution on Integrated Islamic Education in Indonesia and 

Brunei Darussalam 
Before presenting qualitative results by the research questions, it is necessary to 

present the article findings first. Based on 24 articles that met the criteria, researchers 
classified articles based on publications per year. Starting in 2018, there were one article; 
in 2019, there was three articles; in 2020, there were three articles; in 2021, there were 
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six articles; in 2022, there were six articles; and in 2023, there were five articles, as shown 
in Figure 2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Figure 2. Publication Year Chart 
 
According to the figure above, which compares the results of research on the 

integration of Islamic education in Brunei Darussalam and Indonesia for the years 2018–
2023, more research has been done in Indonesia than in Brunei Darussalam. Out of the 
24 articles above, 21 are summary findings from research conducted in Indonesia, and 
the remaining 3 are summary findings from research conducted in Brunei Darussalam. 
Based on a systematic literature review of several articles, the researcher found research 
themes used in the 24 articles regarding integrated Islamic education in Indonesia and 
Brunei Darussalam, as in Table 2. 
Table 2. Research Theme Findings on Integrated Islamic Education in Indonesia and 

Brunei Darussalam from 2018-2023 

Findings Title Author 

Implementation 
and Concept of 
Integrated 
Islamic 
Education 

Implementation of Character Education: 
Research at Al-Azhar 11 Islamic Junior High 
School in Serang City and Raudhatul Jannah 
Integrated Islamic Junior High School in 
Cilegon City 

Oji Fahroji 

Implementation of the Integrated Islamic 
Education Concept at Ulul Ilmi Islamic 
School Medan City 

Nurman Ginting, 
Hasanuddin 

Implementation of Moral Education in 
Fostering Student Behaviour at Al Huda 
Integrated Islamic Senior High School 

Hafidz, Mutiya 
Novita Cahyani, 
Mohammad 
Zakki Azani, 
Nurul Latifatul 
Inayati 

Integrated Islamic Schools: Development, 
Concept, and Implementation 

Hendra 
Kurniawan, 
Fauziah Nur 
Ariza 

Integration of Science in the Integrated 
Islamic School Curriculum in Aceh (Case 
Study of SD IT Aceh Besar and Bireuen) 

Rafidhah Hanum 
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Islamic 
Education 
Policy 

Policy Analysis of Islamic Education 
Curriculum in Brunei Darussalam 

Syukron Darsyah 

Analysing Islamic Education Policy in Brunei 
Darussalam 

Isnaini 
Septemiarti, 
Hairunnas 

Curriculum Policy Analysis of the National 
Education System (NES)-21: Opportunities 
and Challenges for Islamic Education in 
Brunei Darussalam 

Susiba, 
Hairunnas, 
Helmiati 

 
b. The Innovation of Integrated Islamic Education in Indonesia and Brunei 

Darussalam 
The aim and purpose of any educational innovation is to produce students that 

are disciplined, honest, and hardworking (Rosyad & Maarif, 2020). One of the successes 
of these integrated schools is in their efforts to shape students who possess 
independence and holistic intelligence (Hanum, 2019).  Independence is the ability to 
think, act and make decisions independently (Herawati et al., 2023).  Holistic intelligence 
itself is intelligence that encompasses various aspects, such as intellectual, emotional, 
spiritual, and social intelligence. The success of this school in shaping independence and 
holistic intelligence includes students being able to think critically and creatively, 
collaborate and communicate effectively, and possess good character traits such as 
honesty, discipline, and respect for parents (Pishghadam et al., 2022). 

As for the innovations in Islamic education in these two countries, Indonesia and 
Brunei Darussalam, each has its own distinct context. In Indonesia, innovations in 
education related to Islamic education, including integrated Islamic schools, have 
progressed as expected (Hidayatulloh et al., 2024), with the aim of creating a balanced 
education between general knowledge and Islamic principles in the curriculum (Fadhlina 
Harisnur & Suriana, 2021).  Integration is performed by focusing on Qauliyah verses to 
ensure the validity of their sources is rigorously tested. This study demonstrates that a 
well-integrated concept has a low threshold for comprehension and is easy for students 
to understand or absorb. 

In addition, in Indonesia itself, research on integrated Islamic education has 
progressed to the point where it is now being used to implement cutting-edge teaching 
methods such as artificial intelligence, curriculum redesign, innovative teaching methods, 
supervision of returning students to improve learning outcomes and student quality, and 
so forth (Abubakar, 2019).  The establishment of Integrated Islamic Schools has added 
a new dimension to the progress of education in Indonesia. Integrated Islamic Schools 
not only integrate both types of subjects into their formal curriculum but also merge 
them within the students' personalities (Mas’ud et al., 2019).  The concept of integrated 
Islamic education implemented at Ar-Rohmah Institute of Education in Malang includes 
spiritual, intellectual and physical aspects, making it a comprehensive and holistic 
education. The implementation of integrated education at Ar-Rohmah shows a 
commitment to creating a generation that is moral, intelligent and independent in 
accordance with Islamic values (Rossidy et al., 2023). 

Brunei Darussalam, as we all know, is an Islamic country. In the field of 
education, Brunei Darussalam's pemerintah is more focused on promoting SDM that is 
inclusive, diverse, and technology-driven (Abduh, 2016).  In school curriculum, Brunei 
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Darussalam uses the Melayu Islam Beraja (MIB) concept, which illustrates how they are 
assimilating into Melayu culture and customs, as well as their greetings and salutations 
to Islamic teachers and rulers (Septemiarti & Hairunnas, 2023).  All of these aspects of 
daily life have an impact on the field of education.  The Bruneian Education Board 
integrates religious and secular knowledge so that students understand religious 
principles correctly and minimize secular values. 

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Education in Brunei Darussalam has introduced 
another national education system known as the 21st Century National Education 
System (SPN 21), which is expected to produce human resources aligned with the goals 
envisioned by the government or the state. SPN 21 is introduced as one of the paradigm 
shifts, reinforcing Brunei as a "Malay Islamic Monarchy" and implementing the concept 
of a "Zikir Nation" to achieve Vision 2035. This vision focuses on three main aspects: 
an educated, highly skilled, and successful population, a quality life for the people, and a 
dynamic and competitive economy (Susiba et al., 2022). 

The curriculum policy of SPN-21 is the latest curriculum policy in Brunei, 
launched to create individuals who are faithful, pious, morally upright, and proficient in 
technology, the curriculum is more responsive to changes occurring in the global and 
economic world, grounded in teaching and learning processes derived from the 
individual needs of students, while providing optimal space for students to achieve 
progress. Therefore, it can be interpreted that this curriculum aims for students to be 
objects for creativity and innovation in accordance with their potential. This potential 
can be continuously developed and honed in a measured manner, bringing about a 
paradigm shift, changing perspectives, and fostering a mindset amid the increasingly 
competitive global environment. 

 
Discussion 

As of right now, Islamic education in Brunei Darussalam is taught in a way that 
differs greatly from general education (Darsyah, 2023).  This results in students not 
having a comprehensive understanding of Islam and the modern world (Fatimah & 
Winarti, 2022).  Conversely, integrated Islamic education has been widely adopted 
around the world, including in Indonesia (Kurniawan & Ariza, 2020).  Integrated Islamic 
education combines Islamic religious education (Umam, 2020) and general education 
into a single curriculum (Muslim et al., 2023).  By integrating these aspects, integrated 
Islamic education helps students develop a balanced and holistic perspective on how 
Islamic values can be applied in various contexts of life, and how science and technology 
can be enriched with religious perspectives. This approach can also strengthen students' 
religious identity while providing a deep understanding of global issues and 
contemporary developments. Thus, integrated Islamic education not only provides a 
solid foundation in religion, but also prepares students to become open-minded, skilled 
and competitive members of society in this era of globalisation. 

In this context, the emphasis on integrated Islamic education in Indonesia shows 
an awareness of the importance of bringing together religious values with the needs of 
the modern world. This integration allows students to gain a holistic understanding of 
Islam as well as skills relevant to the needs of the times (Hamami & Nuryana, 2022). 
Through this approach, it is hoped that Islamic education will not only provide students 
with a spiritual foundation but also equip them with the necessary skills to face challenges 
and opportunities in an increasingly complex globalised society (Basri, 2024). In contrast, 
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in Brunei Darussalam, efforts to strengthen the integration between Islamic and general 
education may need further attention to ensure that students get the maximum benefit 
from their education. 

The comparison between Islamic education approaches in Brunei Darussalam 
and Indonesia highlights the urgency of reforming Islamic education curricula to be 
more responsive to contemporary developments (Muhsan & Haris, 2022). In Brunei, the 
dualism between religious and general education creates a significant gap in 
understanding, where students do not receive an adequate synthesis of Islamic values 
and the demands of the modern world. This condition potentially weakens students' 
readiness to face global challenges, as they tend to lack a comprehensive and applicable 
framework for connecting religion with contemporary realities. 

In contrast, Indonesia demonstrates a positive trend in developing integrated 
Islamic education as a response to the integrative needs between religion and science. 
This model reflects a holistic approach that emphasizes not only spiritual development 
but also cognitive growth and life skills (Mala & Hunaida, 2023). Integrated Islamic 
education provides students with opportunities to understand how Islamic values can be 
internalized within disciplines such as technology, economics, and environmental 
studies. Thus, education becomes not merely a means of knowledge transmission, but 
also a medium for character formation that is relevant and contextual (Dewi & Alam, 
2020). 

Therefore, it is essential for Brunei Darussalam to consider lessons from 
Indonesia's experience in Islamic education. Reforming Islamic education in Brunei can 
begin with a comprehensive review of curriculum structures, teacher training, and 
instructional strategies that bridge the gap between religious and general education. 
These steps will not only strengthen students’ Islamic identity but also open up 
opportunities to develop a generation capable of critical thinking, creative action, and 
competent interaction in a global context (Taufik, 2020). The findings of this study 
underscore that educational innovation, particularly in Islamic education, extends 
beyond curriculum reform to encompass the comprehensive development of learners 
(Moslimany et al., 2024). Integrated Islamic schools, especially in Indonesia, have 
demonstrated considerable success in shaping students with independent character and 
holistic intelligence encompassing intellectual, emotional, spiritual, and social 
dimensions (Nasucha et al., 2023). This aligns with contemporary educational goals that 
prioritize not only cognitive proficiency but also moral and personal integrity. 

In Indonesia, the integration of Islamic and general education has matured into a 
well-articulated pedagogical model. Institutions such as the Ar-Rohmah Institute in 
Malang exemplify this paradigm by holistically integrating spiritual, intellectual, and 
physical development. This model not only merges religious and secular content but also 
internalizes these elements within students’ character formation. The result is an 
educational environment that nurtures learners who are morally upright, cognitively 
competent, and socially responsible qualities imperative for navigating the complexities 
of the 21st century (Faisol et al., 2024). 

Conversely, Brunei Darussalam approaches Islamic education through a state-
directed model rooted in the national philosophy of Melayu Islam Beraja (MIB). This 
ideology permeates both educational policy and daily sociocultural practices, thereby 
shaping a unique Islamic educational identity. While integration efforts in Brunei are 
more centralized, the introduction of the 21st Century National Education System (SPN 
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21) reflects a strategic effort to harmonize religious tradition with global educational 
standards. SPN 21 emphasizes personalized learning, technological literacy, and moral 
development, aligning national aspirations with Vision 2035, which envisions a well-
educated, skilled, and values-driven population. Despite differences in execution, both 
Indonesia and Brunei share a commitment to reconciling Islamic principles with 
contemporary educational demands (Khasanah et al., 2023). 

These findings suggest that the effectiveness of Islamic educational innovation is 
contingent upon more than curricular content; it depends on epistemological coherence, 
pedagogical strategies, institutional vision, and alignment with broader societal goals. As 
Islamic education continues to navigate the pressures of globalization, the emphasis 
must remain on producing graduates who are not only religiously grounded but also 
intellectually agile, ethically conscious, and socially engaged. 
 
4. Conclusion 

Based on references obtained through a Systematic Literature Review on integrated 
Islamic education in Indonesia and Brunei Darussalam, it can be concluded that 
integrated Islamic education in Indonesia has undergone significant development. This 
can be observed through various educational innovations such as the improvisation of 
learning models, internalization of Islamic values in general content, curriculum redesign, 
student activity management, and so forth. Meanwhile, in Brunei Darussalam, they 
employ the Malay Islamic Monarchy (MIB) concept in their school curriculum. 
Educational institutions in Brunei integrate religious knowledge and science, enabling 
students to have a good understanding of religious principles while mastering scientific 
subjects. In addition, in Brunei Darussalam, they have also implemented the SPN-21 
curriculum policy, which was launched to create individuals who are faithful, pious, 
morally upright, and proficient in technology. Although it is acknowledged that Islamic 
educational institutions find it challenging to adapt to the SPN-21 curriculum policy, it 
cannot be denied that these institutions primarily focus on teaching religious subjects 
but are weak in the field of technology. Even though there are schools attempting to 
integrate religion with science, such as Technical Colleges, the efforts are not yet 
widespread.  

As such, this comparison poses complex challenges and valuable opportunities in 
the development of integrated Islamic education in the two countries. Such challenges 
may include various factors, such as differences in educational infrastructure, 
government policies and existing educational cultures. However, despite these 
challenges, there are also opportunities for the exchange of knowledge and best practices 
between the two countries, which can enrich the experience of Islamic education 
globally. The importance of integrating religion with the needs of the modern world is 
becoming increasingly apparent in the context of education. While Islamic values remain 
at the centre of curriculum development and learning, integrating elements of modern 
science and technology is crucial. In this way, Islamic education can remain relevant and 
meaningful for learners in this contemporary era and the challenging future. 
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